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COURSE DESCRI PTI ON

A course that explains trends in crinme in reference to official and
unofficial reporting. Enphasis will be placed on definitions, mneasurenent
and explanation of the Crinme froma rationale and opportunity.

COURSE GOAL

To provide basic information on how crine is defined, the situations in
whi ch they occur and the structure of crimnal opportunities. Wy and how
tne outside environnent influences crimnal activity.

TEXT
Nettler, Gwn. Explaining Crinme, MGaw HII

Hagen, John. The Disreputable Pleasures, MGaw H ||

EVALUATI ON

Two Conpul sory Tests 40%
One Major Project on Crinme Patterns

in the Region 25%
I n-class quizzes given randomy 15%

The major tests and assignnent nust be conpleted to be eligible for
exenption from Final Exam

Final Exammay be witten to inprove nmark for student doing poorly.

There will be no nmake up tests!i

Ofice Hours: Mnday 1:30 - 2:30 p.m
Tuesday 2:30 - 3:30 p.m
Fri day 10: 30 -11:30 a.m
For other tinmes, appointnents are needed.

COURSE OBJECTI VES

|. a) Define crine
b) Define violence

The student will be able to: Lecture
- define crime in legal, historical and D scussion/film
public perceptional terns
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Counting Crine

a) official agencies

b) non-official agencies

c) first person accounts

d) wvictimzation

e) observational data

f) studys

The student will be able to:

- define the different methods of gathering crine statistics
- denonstrate an understandi ng between the different methods
- explain the pros and cons of each nethod

- define which nmethod is best in which settings

Observation
a) nature of official statistics
b) manipul ation of statistics

The student will be able to:
- define the process by which official statistics are recorded
- define how statistics are used to the benefit of those invol ved

Unofficial Crime
a) direct observation
b) indirect observation

The student will be able to:
- define direct observati on nethods
- define indirect observational nethods

Victins
a) why survey victins?
b) correlation of victimsurveys with official statistics

The student will be able to:

- define who is a victim

- define victimess crines

- discuss the relationship between victim surveys and officia
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VI. Self Reports
a) How Self Reports work
b) Criticismof Self Reports
c) Reliability and Validity

The student will be able to:
- define self reports
- discuss how self reports work
- discuss problens with self report surveys
- define validity and reliability
- discuss how V & R are used
VI1. dass Project
a) Discuss report
b) How to evaluate
c) What do we wish to observe
d) Alotnment of tinme and |ocation of study
e) How marks will be allotted
The student will be able to:

- denonstrate the ability to work on their own in gathering materi al
for class study a) fromofficial methods b) unofficial nethods

PART Il - SOCI AL LOCATION OF SERI QUS CRI ME

VI1l. Age and Sex
a) Correlates of Cine
b) Cause of Oine
c) Femal e/ Mal e offender
d) Age rate and Crine

The student will be able to:

- discuss rine correl ates

- define cause of crine

define femal e offender

di scuss age and crimnal acts

I X Walth
a) Status and Wealth
b) Wite collar crine
c) Conmputer crime
d) Blue collar crine
The student will be able to:
- discuss how status and wealth effect crimnal activity
- define white collar crine
- define blue collar crinme
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X, Ethnicity and U banization
a) Culture contact and Crine
b) Chettos and Sl uns
c) GChettos and Crine
d) Density of Population

The student will be able to:

- discuss how cultural contact effect crine

- define ghettos and sl uns

- discuss the relation between ghettos and sl uns

Xl. Rational Crime (Honest Crooks)
a) Rational vs. Moral
b) Oinme in Politics
c) Cine in Industry
d Cinme in the Boardroom
e) Economc Cine

The student will be able to:
- define honest crooks

- discuss and debate the justification of crinme versus the nora
ri ght eousness



